A Christmas That Won't Stop

Quiapo Church in downtown Manila aglow with fights on Christmas Eve

In the Philippines,
it's the Fourth of
July, Mardi Gras

and the Yule
season, all rolled
into one
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By CELSO AL CARUNUNGAN

FPETERE MARSHALI onge of
Amenca's best-loved © )Y TTHET
m a Chnstmas sermon that has
now becoms a classc, sad |
thank God for Chrisimas. Would
that it lasted all vear

Well thie F ipanns almost grani
ad his wish. Fod an the Philippines
while Chrsimas may not last all
yedar, i cerlamnly 15 a wvery ong

SEas0n indeed, the longést
Chrstmas 0 the world, &nd since
the Phibppines is just about the
Chnstian nation in the Far
i s the only place mn this

part o the workd where the spirn
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ol Christmas is fell at
and warmasi

Just as s500n as iheo
cools down a bat in nud - Oclober
angd 1he Monsoon raims |'.|:|[:l o a
halt, the Fihpino Chnstmas season
COoOmmeancas

|rl.-.'||-g_r Barhin's Whrite Cheostrmas
15 heard evanywher: as aarly as
the first weeks of Uctobear, and o

Is gayest

chimate

gchoes on Ul long atter Chist
mas day

Interestingly enough, most Fili
pinos really dream ol a Whine
Chnstmas 1hay  hayve

never sgen one. Dunng the Chnst

DeCause
mas season, the fhields are wvig
arausly green and theé rees are
all aglow with flowers

On Movember first, which s
All Saints’ Day. the Filipinos pause
their Christmas
Enlerpnses 10 Qo 10 The NUMeTous
cemetenas that dot the country
side. Thouah this day 15 for the
dead, the celebration s anything
but sad, Im fact, a carmival air
pervades (he cemeteness, especial
Iy because ol the lerns wheels,
mery-go-rounds and sideshows
put wp near the burying grounds

Christmas carols are often sung

for & day rom

bawy youngsiars baside the candlelit
graves, and in the Chinese pan of
ithe cemelenes, the strng orches
iras play as the mourners awail
dead to “partake” of the
glegant food served on top of the
alaboralely -decorated 1omhbs, The
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