overall eftect of the sceng to the
foreign visitor 15 a1 ORce grolesque
and unforgettable

After All Saints’ Day. the Chnst-
mas activilies gather greal mo
mentum. Announcements about
caral singing and lantern con-
lests begin 10 appear N nNews-
papars and public bulletin boards
and the preparanons for the Yule
tide seasaon now go on without
imterruption. By December first
multi-colored Chrstmas lanterns
are seen on every window and
gven in cars, buses, and jeepnays

Lantern-making 15 an an bor
rowed by the Filipinos from the
Japanese and Chinese. Taking
aut the Buddhist averiones 10 the
lantern ntuals, the Filipinos have
made i a beautiful Christmas
activity that begins around the
end of October, when people
start making lanterns, and ch
maxes on Chnstimas ewe, when
the lamtern parades are held, along
with contests for the best and
mosl créabive lanigms

IThe lantems are usually made
of Japanese nce paper on a thin
hamboo frame, and are supposed
o represent the five-pointed Star
afl Bethleham. It 15 the maost
popular emblem of the Filipino
Chrnsimas

The grandest lantern parade of
all 1w held in the town of San
Fermando, hfteen menutes drive
from Clark Asr Base, i Angeles
City. Thousands of tounsis jam
s prosperous provimcial capital
an Chretmas Eve far thig lantemn
attawr 15 50 spectacular 1 dwarls
all other lantern celebrations

Thie weand-and paper lanternns,
N wanouws shapas and coloss
ranging from Qnental and Malayan
acivles (o the I_"."!C.'r'f‘:"llldl_ﬂ Cingesign
ard hugd, mMEeasunng amywherp
from 15 feet 1o 40 feet in diameler
They are mounted on large trucks
and are laghted by comphcated
electronic systems, powered by
an glecin. genaralor

Every barrio (village) in San
Fernando 8 expecled 1o anter a
lantern i the contest, and ambar
rassingly poor 15 the wvillage that
cannot join . The baro tolks
old and young ahke, become in
virlwed lTor weeks n the making
of hundreds of pars that make
up the lantern. The: manipulation
alf the ntncate highting sysiem 15

Young carollers, with marracas and bamboo
rattlers, start going around by December Tst

so difficull and requires such ex
periness that many young men
spend numMmerous days and nights
training for the complex oapera-
tion

In recent years, the Deparimeant
of Tounsm has made i pOssIDIe 10
bnng this colossal lantern festival
1o Manila for those whoe cannot
oo o San Femando, which s
about 50 miles away. This s
usually held at the Rizal Park in
Mamila sometime before the end
ol the year

Just before dawn of December
sixteenth, just as the first cock-
crows are heard 1|'|r|'_1l;|:|1'||_'-|.|'| [he
Philippine archipelago, the bells
in all Cathohc churches peal ex-
ultantly. signalling the “oflicial
start of Christmasiime. & wave of
jubtblanon Swaeps across he wil
lages, Brass bands play Spanish
paso-dabes, Philippine airs, and
Sousa as they maich gaily all

over ftown. Small bamboo can
nons areg hired by children i thie
streats. And skyrockets bDuarst an
the cool Decembar skies, In many
towns around Manila, groups of
bhoyvs and qirls, with guitars and
tambounnes, go from house 1o
house, rousing the people with
theis
centavos in raturn

All this happy noise is intended
o wake the people up s0 they
can attend the Mese de Galle
{Cock's Mass), where ancient
carols are sung and gospels on
the Mativity are read with much
farvor. The church 15 bnghtly
lighted and one cannot help but
be affected by the holhday mood
evenywherg

After Mass, the young men
and women of the willages con
gregate n the makeshift food
shops put up around the chunch
for an early morming snack of

SOMHS and gQetting a fimwy
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